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Preface 


(value weights) of components in the Consumer Price 

Index (CPI). The data can be used during calendar 

year 2000 in conjunction with the CP] Detailed Report is- 
sued monthly by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

The Office of Prices and Living Conditions prepared 


Ts bulletin presents data on the relative importance 


this bulletin. Information in this publication is avail- 
abie to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice 
telephone: (202) 691-5200, Federal Relay Service: | -800- 
877-8339. This material is in the public domain and, 
with appropriate credit, may be reproduced without per- 
mission. 
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Relative Importance of Components 
in the Consumer Price Index, 1999 


of components in the Consumer Price Index for All 

Urban Consumers (CPI-U) and the Consumer Price 
Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI- 
W) as of the end of 1999. These data are to be used in 
conjunction with the CPI-U and CPI-W released in 2000. 
(For a description of these indexes, see the explanation fol- 
lowing the tables.) 

Table | contains data for the U.S. city average. Tables 2 
through 6 contain data for 26 metropolitan areas, 4 regions, 
3 population size classes, and 10 cross-classifications of 
area and population size class. Table 7 presents the rela- 
tive importance of the individual area all-items indexes in 
the U.S. city average all-items index. 

The relative importance of a component is its expendi- 
ture or value weight expressed as a percentage of all items 
within an area. When the value weights are collected— 
most recently during the 1993-95 C sumer Expenditure 
Survey—they represent average annual expenditures, and 
their relative importance ratios show approximate!y how 
the index population distributes expenditures among the 


Te bulletin contains data on the relative importance 


components. Relative importance ratios represent an esti- 
mate of how consumers would distribute their expenditures 
as prices change over time. 

Relative importance ratios cannot be used as estimates 
of current spending patterns or as indicators of changing 
consumer expenditures in the intervals between weight re- 
visions because consumption patterns are influenced by fac- 
tors other than price change. These factors include income, 
variations in climate, family size, and availability of new 
and different kinds of goods and services. 

Relative importance ratios of components in the national 
or local area Consumer Price Indexes can be used in the 
construction of indexes for special combinations of items. 
In such instances, relative importance ratios are used as 
weights to combine relative changes in prices of the se- 
lected components over specified periods. ' 


' For a descrnpnon of the procedure for denving index weights from con- 
sumer expenditure data, see chapter 16, “Consumer Expenditures and Income,” 
and chapter 17, “The Consumer Price Index,” in BLS Handbook of Methods, 
BLS Bulletin 2490 (1997). 


Table 1. Relative importance of componen’s in the Consi mer Price indexes: U.S. city average, 


December 1999 
(Percent of all gems) 
US olty average 
item and group 
CP CPW 
Expenditure category 
Alters . 100 000 100 000 
Food and beverages .. 16.302 17.879 
Ge _ 19.315 16.832 
Food athome ........... 9 603 10.725 
Cereats and bakery products 154 1.676 
Ceveals and cereal products ‘Sa9 605 
Fin Qn prepared Row rms 068 O79 
Breaktast cereal _.... 316 M3 
Pace, pasta. cornmeal! 155 182 
Bakery products 995 1.071 
ES a 2% e*..) 
Fresh Descults, rolis, muffins 145 147 
Cakes, Cupcakes, and cookmes 273 2% 
Other Daxery products 288 xe 
Meats. poultry, fish. and eggs 2543 3022 
Meats, poultry, andish ................. 2441 2 896 
na 1.622 1.963 
Bee and veal 743 S21 
Uncooked grou'sd "<1 281 Ms 
Uncooked beef mr... 3 130 1s 
Uncooked Deel sie. 282 4a 
Uncooked other be..! nd va. 060 0568 
Bacon, Dreaklasi i (sage od Fate LS ‘64 224 
Ham... unseat 124 147 
Pork chops ............ 122 156 
Other pork inctuding ror. < 3" 118 146 
Other poultry inctuding turkey 11 117 
Fshandseatood ........ 38 x) 
Fresh tish and seatood 191 212 
Processed fish and seafood 147 147 
ssneeemnineteiaae 102 126 
Oarry and related products 1 080 1.195 
aa 424 “7 
Cheese and retated products 26 aa 
ioe cream and related products ....... 183 ‘Ae 
Other dairy and retated products 187 166 
Fruits and vegetables __. 1 429 1479 
Fresh fruits and vegetabies 1S 1.140 
Appies O87 107 
Bananas 103 108 
Carus trunts 13 1% 
Other tresh trumts 252 244 
Fresh vegetabies — - S21 546 
Poubes ............ 7 108 
TOMS 18 102 
Other fresh vegetables 173 267 
Processed fruits and vegetables 4 ae 
Canned truits and vegetables 1"3 186 
Frozen fruits and amen ‘Ot 106 
Other processed truts and vegetables including dred .@ O47 
Nor vicohohc beverages and beverage matenais 1645 1.980 
JUIO88 and nonalcoholic Grinks 770 B97 
Carbonated dinks _.... 403 498 
Frozen noncarbonated puices and =k 6 055 
Nontfrozen noncarbonated juices and drinks 3W ae 
Beverage matenais inctuding coffee and tea 2 282 
_eEAEEENE 14y 141 
Other beverage matenais inciuding tea ik 4) 141 
ee eee 


Tabie 1. Reiative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes US city average, 


December 1999-Continued 
(Percent of af gems) 
US cfty average 
nem and group 
CPM CPW 
Expenditure category 
Other toad at nome 1 2.173 
Sugar anc sweets 373 415 
Sugar anc artthoa! sweeteners or OBO 
Candy and Chewing gum 225 2a? 
Oe sweets .. 077 ore 
Fats and ods 288 RS 
Bute and margarme oo! 1 
Saiac . 0s! cao 
Other tats and os inciuding peanut Dutier 16 i‘ 
Otter foods 13 29 
Soups 108 106 
Frozen and treeze Gned prepared foods 217 244 
Snacks 271 oh) 
Spaces. seasorngs. condments. sauces 282 306 
Baby to.d 102 127 
Other muscelianeous foods 3M M? 
Food away trom nome $.712 6 107 
Full sermoe meals and snacks 2982 3163 
Urnted sermce Meals and snacks Abe 1771 
Food at enpioyee sites and schools 6623 706 
Food fromm vending mactunes and mode vendors 216 20” 
Other food away trom nome 176 217 
Aicohokc Deverages 7 1 O«7 
Aicohomc beverages a! home 627 ae 
Bee ale anc offer malt beverages a! home uM 480 
Oxstiied sperits a! home 110 oes 
Wine al nome 1863 124 
Aiconok Leverages away trom nome 360 Ma 
Housing 39 636 36 482 
Snene 12% 27 425 
Rent of prmary resmence 7036 6523 
Lodging away from nore 2398 1 
Housing at schoo! excluding board 240 143 
Otter lodging away trom home including Notets and motets 2.119 1221 
Owners equivalent rent of prmary residence 20 470 17.221 
Tanants anc housenoid insurance 370 318 
Fuels and utirhes 4722 4825 
Fuets 376 391! 
Fuel of and other tuets 273 240 
Fuel of 17 1s8 
Other nousehoid tues 076 OB 
Gas (piped) and etectnoity 3.821 3.671 
Electricity 2.473 2 €20 
Utility natura’ gas service 1 048 1062 
Water and sewer arm) trash collecton sermces 928 ore 
Water and sewerage namtenance 678 677 
Garbage and trash coflecton 250 2v 
Household furmstwngs and operations 4 680 42@2 
Window and floor covenngs and offer linens 7 wo 
Floor covenngs = 064 ov 
Window covenngs 107 oB2 
Othe ines 147 147 
Furniture and bedding 1096 1.197 
Bedroom turnture . 311 335 
LUving room. tutchen. and dining room furniture 60! ‘5@2 
Other turnaure 172 173 
Unsampied turnture 012 017 
Apphances Ma 333 
Mayor apphances 206 2% 
Other apphances 1M 147 
Unsampied oo6 010 
Other nousenoid equipment and tumnstungs 507 444 
Clocks, lamps. and decorator tems 206 178 
indoor plants and Powers 148 124 
Orshes and flatware 073 06! 
Nonetectnc cookware and tnbDieware ore wy) 


Table |. Relative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes: U.S. city average, 


Cecember | 399-Continued 
(Percent of all tems) 
US. otty average 
fem anc group 
CcrHy Ch w 
Expenditure category 
Toots. NarOwere. outdoor equipment anc suppees 616 606 
Toots, hardware and suppees 158 17S 
Outdoor equpment and supplies 34 285 
UNsampied loos. NarOwaere outdoor equipment and suppbes 1 148 
Hou senok Clearing products Oe 445 
Housenok paper products 218 22 
Mascefiangous Nousenoid products 253 27 
GaP I NTC COE nnn 263 105 
Mowing. storage. fragit expense 106 O75 
Reper of Nousenoid tems 104 O72 
RGN cennsmeneeenenmmnenmemmemnmennene 1“ i) 
Men's and boys appara! _.. 1.335 1 450 
Mersanped 1.061 1.106 
Men's sults, sport coats. and ovlerwesy .............. (243 2 
Mens sfwrts and sweaiers #5) we 
SOD GGD cere 217 a4 
Unsampied men's appare! 015 @0 
Women's and gris appere! 1879 1.875 
Women's appara 1598 1 560 
EE ee 1“ we 
Women's Gresses _. 208 27 
Wornen's suits and separates 633 783 
Women's underwear, nightwear, sportswear and accessores ........ 420 422 
Men's footwear 260 Ma 
Boys and gris tootwear a) 2 
CC 8 A412 
infants and toddlers appere 272 MS 
Jeweiry and watches 370 ws 
Jowery ww 20 
Traneportator — 17.450 9.716 
cna 16.060 18 628 
New and used motor vefucies 7 662 9 ao 
New vetcies 48% 506 
CC $e | RRR 3.170 
Leased Cars and trucks 682 $10 
Car and tuckrental 43 192 
Unsampied new and used motor vehicles...) Ne 7 
Gasomne (all types) 3.140 3.872 
III senseridtsttnssinttneesenmtineemnameneineien neni a0 4 
Motor vefcie parts and equipment 533 6! 
Re 257 2 
Vetucte 2ccessones offer than tres 276 Bo} 
Motor vetcte maintenance and reper 1.622 ) 687 
Motor vehicle body work... 1 19 
Mc.or vemucie maintenance and servicing $12 (48s 
CC LE sr 1.066 
I 2 24 
Motor vefucie insurance 2480 2.76 
CC 6M 586 
State and local registration and koense ant 412 
CC gg 195 181 
Unsampied motor vetucie fees 23 22 
Pubic ransportaton _ 1 400 ' oes 
ee 9! 8.3 
Other intercity transportation 178 106 
CE EET TE 316 , 
Unsampied pubic transportation 004 ©. 


Tabie * Relative importance of components in the Consumer Price invexes U S city average. 


December 1996-Continued 
(Percent of al tems) 
US oly average 
rom anc gow 
io =e) CPW 
€ ependture category 
Mecca’ care : 5.768 ary 
Mecca’ care COmmoribes ) 268 ss) 
Prescnpnon drugs and echca! Supees 873 8 
Nonprescription drugs arc) ™eckca! suppees . =) ws 
internal and resorwatory Ower-e-counter Grugs 762 2% 
Nonprescnptun Tecdkca! Quiprment and suppbes 1s ose 
Mecca care servces 450" 3776 
Ortessona sences: 2 867 2 425 
Physinans serces : 467 1282 
Senta: sennces 85! 697 
Everjiasses and eye care 279 260 
Sernces Dy offer ™eckca! professionals 270 177 
Hospita’ anc 'elaied sermces ) we 113 
Hospta semces 13s 128 
Nursing homes and adul! daycare 062 or 
Health insurance «48 212 
Recreation 6 008 5 787 
Video and aucho 1 681 ‘ ea2 
7 RENSH OOS 1@2 217 
AIO Nee sIOr ABP 977 
Other video equipment O62 o71 
Video cassettes. Giscs and offer mecha including "ernta 165 19! 
AuGo equipment 142 ha 
AuGo &scs. tapes and offer mecke 144 183 
Unsampied video and aucko 109 109 
Pets. pet oroducts and sermoes 66) 672 
Pets and pet product 423 46) 
Pet services including vetennary 233 2‘ 
456 48” 
Sports verucies including Dxcycies 211 246 
Sports eaapment 2% 2% 
Unearpied sporting goods oo8 aos 
252 Pas) 
eQupment and suppees 100 oer 
Protag apners and férn processing 161 iT) 
Unsampied photograpmy Qo! we 
Other recreabonal goods sx’ 567 
Toys 372 44s 
Sewing mactwnes fabric and suppbes 065 ose 
Music instruments and accessones OS a6 
Unsampied recreation commodtes 015 016 
Recreation services 1 861 1.427 
Cu® Members 04s and ‘ees for parbopant spor 66! 428 
AOBSIONS 70 708 
Fees for lessons or instructons 226 148 
Unsampied recreation services 7 1a 
Recreatona’ reading Teatenais 590 4m 
Vewspapers and magazines 395 sO 
Recreatonal Dooks 1 144 
Unsampies recreatonal reading Natenais oo" ooo 
Eq@ucation and communcation 5.419 5.00 
Education 2.741 2519 
Educattonal books and suppbes 196 ‘oe 
Tuition. offer schoo! fees. and ciwidcare 2 544 227 
Culege tuiton and fees 1.162 848 
Elementary and Magh schoo! tulion and lees 3%! 274 
Chad care and nursery schoo! 913 1 Oe 
Techrucal and business schoo! tulion and fees OS4 063 
Unsarmpied tufton offer schoo! fees. and ciwidcare 075 087 
Communication 2679 2.781 
Postage and Oelvery services 204 11 
Postage 200 148 
Dewtrvery Ser Ces 004 We 


Tadie | Relative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes. U S city average. 
Oecember '999- Continued 


(Percent of af ters) 


US cty average 


Expenamure cavegory 


Intarrng@hon and informehon processing 

Teapots sevces 

7 menone services a ft a-je8 
Teseunone semwces or, Gstance Charges 

Cotulla Wlephoresevces .. 

IOP ENOR ANd MOFMENON DrOCESEING OMe Mar leapnone services 
Persona computers and penphera: equoment 


Laundry and dry O@anng sennces 


BERD 


an 


BRGLRLESERRRSRESS BER BELVER 


none 
~&2 
Ag 
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Tabie 2 Relative importance of componenss im Ihe Consumer Pnce indexes Selecta. metropolitan arnas, Nowembder | 999 


Perce o a ans 
acer 
Srageor raowenacwmon even ho 
Naw L4 Ona a aaron For Worm "x 
== os gop MANHE-CT oe 
cm, Lew cry Cm aw Cmy OPA comnw crew 
aperture category 
AS terns como |wow *00 000 100 OOO 100 900 ‘00 a00 0 000 100 oc 
Food and Deverages 13 486 1S HQ 1$ 206 16 530 16.119 19 245 1822 ‘9 8 
Food ‘jae 4% 14.412 ‘Sage 1$ 070 12M 16.91! 17 oe" 
Food at nome 7102 asia Le 8] 9 8S ee 1160 ore 707s 
Food away rom nome $242 $370 60'9 6 3%' 5.399 6 605 7135 6 08 
Auconokc Deverages 1.142 te Lay as 1050 1590 133) + 
Housing 45 468 42 423 37 O72 3 980 8 143 es n878 3) ea 
eter MS 458 32 563 27 $37 25 689 23 26 25 rae 24°78 23.38" 
Rent of onary "esdance erro oe $2 5 786 6311 6 co aor: 12608 
Owners equivalent rect of prwnary ‘esdence 23.223 9 1&2 9 730 18222 2).38" 17.910 ‘37s 9437 
F vets and Utibes 4647 4 5Ae $ we 467s 578" $.571 4803 ia al 
vers 3 ae 4s 4s 4783 4572 3608 37a? 
Gas (piped) anc etectrorty 32M 3630 3868 378 4607 awe 357€ | he 
1875 2153 3497 3.392 2618 2s27 2 828 3 042 
tty Natura) gas service 12 1476 47? es 388 1 67 6” Le 
Housed furmstwngs and operahons 5 4o76 4508 46 4 3 625 4648 31335 
Agpar@ 467" aai7 4528 4 808 3930 ae 47o 4805 
v ranaponaton 14629 'S.e08 19 206 20 880 ee 22 658 19435 22 440 
Prvate transportation 13.016 ‘42% ‘e188 202M 17 ae 2) 73 a1T 2) <2 
Motor ‘ver 2427 3:08 2.7642 3465 2973 as 3.3190 3772 
Gasoane (al types) 2412 3 088 27s 3488 2967 3923 326 17s 
Meckcal care 5 60! $319 5 Oe 5.40 S A@S 44% ws) 44 
Recreatun $312 6512 723" 67m $815 $376 6722 6777 
Eq@ucation and commurucation 5 585 $267 Soa; 4707 a aes 3.827 5 857 + <a) 
Other goods and serwoes 4038 4413 5 463 5 949 $312 5m! 5 662 5698 
Commodity and service group 
All tems 100.000 | 100.000 100 000 100 000 100 000 100 000 100 G00 ‘00 900 
Commodgines 36 740 41 398 42 634 47 515 41 822 SO 252 4638 50 398 
Commodines \ess [000 and Deverages 23.254 26 007 27 588 30 986 25.713 31 008 28 097 3) 308 
Nondurabies jess food 2.50 Deverager $4223 15 680 14 700 15.686 13.868 15 604 1$.227 15 See 
Ouraties 9.031 10.327 ‘2 8a 16.291 '1' 864 *§ 404 12.870 16 764 
er om 63 260 SA 6a" 57 166 52 486 58 68 4g 7a? 53 662 49 606 
Specie aggregate nieres 
All terms jess Ted al care @ 190 04 66! 44 44 94 4 4 Or oS 566 94 202 06.512 
Al terms (ess sheter 64 542 67 437 72 463 74 3 70.736 ra708 75.875 76638 
Commodines \ess food 4 WR 26.975 2B 422 3) are 26 763 2 019 79 428 33.356 
Noondurabees 27 738 31 03" OM 3468 32 224 29978 a Bao A) 46e M622 
Nondurabies \@ss food 15.365 oe al 158 54 16 528 14 908 16614 1€ 568 1) s@2 
Sermces jess ‘en! of shetter 78.1%6 26.413 29 384 27 12 29.210 24 220 23 76 <6 38 
Services ess Nedical Care sermces 56 S25 54479 52 611 47 a8 53.591 46213 40M! 46 '04 
— 46 WS 7303 6 857 7524 7786 ass 6918 bash) 
All tems (ess enargy $3 605 92 6e7 93 143 @2 476 G2 244 o' 482 33 O82 @2 48" 
All tems less food and energy 81 28! 76.314 78.731 76 780 7.174 73.247 76.171 75.440 


Tabie 2 Retative importance of components in the Consumer Price inderes Se ected metr spotter areas. Nowember 


1999- Continued 
Perosrt of af terns) 
Oerver -Goulser monchuiu +i Swe oe Manne. oe 
nem and group Greetey CO Raone Wi S Pau Vw 
ie ee mw Cm CRN cm, CRW is ov mw 
Expendture category 
AL terms 100 000 ‘ac G00 00 (OO wo ww 100 guo 
food and Deverages 424) 16.573 16.331 23 ee \4a0" 18.951 15.068 ‘e477 
laa 13.121 18539 17.175 22.473 13.86) 17 S67 13.7461 ‘eai7 
Fouad at "ome 6.08" 9 BAS 9722 12.6 2497 | 8240 oor 
Food away from nome 5 0& § 667 7 454 10 098 5a 6383 5 500 6503 
Aiconosc Deverages 1.120 \ 0M 1.156 ‘2M 1030 1386 es 2 060 
Mousing 4) 0! . ef ac 499 35 085 40 086 . “176 . Ee 
ater wre 664 33.374 278.970 3) 587 Be 33.112 27 os 
Sent of oremary ‘esdence 6922 6086 ase ee $2'7 7s 4529 $272 
Owners equivalent rent ofp  nary ‘esdence 23.264 21.19 2) a0 15.563 23.298 20 804 24'03 1976 
fvesanduiltes J we 3526 3.172 3.123 4257 aan 4015 3 950 
| +(e ae 2615 2314 2 282 ) 608 3929 31% 3.140 
Gas (pped) anc #acmorty 2 2563 2274 2202 3529 3783 3.012 297 
132 1 425 20 2 088 1a 213 1 467 ‘2 
Utility “ature! gas sence ‘a7 11s8 183 he 688 fee | 5@6 14y4 
HOuseOKd furstungs and operations 4 8 400" 3963 3002 420! | 8ae 46s 4a 
Agpare 4078 4004 3 600 4218 4740 4s? ase 4072 
Terapotation — ob 20.86! 14.001 16.177 18 498 16 962 17.163 20.327 
Prvate ransportaton \, 40 19.820 11 706 13237 ‘6 580 15.827 152M 16686 
vores | 3 3488 1 a2" 2637 2485 3137 2908 4 040 
Gasoune ai types) Pa as) 387 1 803 2614 2 460 3108 2940 4027 
Meckca’ care 5.382 4.86 5.201 4048 5788 466! ayt 4090 
Recreation 6887 5.872 6231 5182 6 263 6283 6876 6 6668 
E@ucation and communicator 4618 S444 7.7% Pr.) 5.740 5 288 6074 587 
Othe goods and serwoces 1849 416 4422 5 mw 4046 4 685 se 44 
Commodity and service group 
Mtoe : 19.000 |'00000 (10.000 6.000 (100000 (1000 (‘Oo 100 000 
Commodihes = W860 2776 3 462 46233 4) 6 45 429 38 558 46 883 
Commoditec \ess food anc Deverages 24.62" 26.202 20 161 22 576 26 704 4a 24 468 28.416 
Nonduraties 488 [00d anc Deverages 12441 13.63 ‘1 ee 14160 13.946 16.177 13728 15.475 
Ouraittes — 12.280 13.420 6 0 6416 127s 11.301 10 744 1294) 
Sevess 61's 57224 6) 508 53.767 58 405 54 57" 60 442 5§3 107 
Sopeci# aggregete nderes 
Al Qerms \@88 Techca care “ere e'3 o 798 96 962 212 M9 965.208 96.970 
Al terms ‘ess sheter . 67 250 69 336 86 626 7) Oo 66.413 68 66 66 888 72.305 
Commodines tess food 25.741 27237 27.317 23.810 277s BBE 25.817 476 
Nondurabies: 26 582 207% W172 37 817 28 636 M129 28.814 33 962 
Nondurathes ‘ess focd 13.46) 4217 12907 15.364 14.975 16 42 15.073 175% 
Services ons rerio’ sheter 27M 26 922 28 436 24 92 27.102 24 503 27.727 25.758 
Services ess Techica (are services S 562 53.023 57 46) 50.723 §3.701 © 752 56 687 50 025 
a <0 6074 41% 4 908 6163 7 One 6103 7.160 
Al terns (ess energy SS 080 92 926 95 865 95 102 93.817 92 934 93 887 92 820 
All terns ‘ess food and energy 6) 990 78.387 78 680 72.678 79.986 75.387 80 156 76 404 


“adie 2 Relative importance of components in ‘he Consurner Price indexes. Setected “etropoiitan areas. Novwernber 


1999-Continued 
(Perot of af Gems. 
"ane Vv -asmengor 
Po. ObaX San Osego, CA A Peer > Betrors 
OC-MD- Vv AW 
mm engus Wa Csarwater, + 
—— >< 
CPU _ cry CRW cry oP wn Ce lw 
Expenciture category 
AS terns 100 G00 100 QUO ‘00 300 O00 (Oo (mm (mow 100 O00 
Food and Oeveages 16 C26 ' 9.007 1$.301 17.101 17 824 17 7 Wee 194% 
14.870 166r6 134636 S799 6.174 67 16.283 17 
Food at nome 10.087 11.165 8239 9733 wO.1” 10947 98 o87 10 404 
Food away from nome 4%3 $701 5.7 606 6 056 5 782 7.198 ’o™ 
Aiconokc Deverage. 1s 1.121 1 4645 1m 1 65! 1.137 1 458 ‘oe 
Mousing «0 882 37 o7e 45 Om 4) 3) 37 835 36 .SZz3 Vv Tw 4228 
ater 2 446 29 96 3% aC? 34 02 27 687 28 160 2.723 2642 
Rent of prenary "esdance 7872 2 10 668 S706 4866 6 467 67a! 9405 
Owners squivatent "ent of onmary esdence 224 i. | 22 655 17 631 19.9% 18 462 20 422 16.0n8 
Frets and Withee: 3878 3733 3.007 207 4602 5.562 4028 320 
5. 2723 27% 23 2.131 344 4112 3462 a! 
Get piped’) and eectncity 2538 2571 2313 2110 3M 4.073 329 123 
‘oe 2110 1801 ‘oe 324 3053 2511 206" 
tity “ature: gas sernce 572 4A $12 423 13 120 ro 58 
Mousenotd furwstngs and op-eatons 44 oe 4788 4082 5 S47 4811 i879 31547 
AQpare S94 3905 4130 3.703 4423 4@)! 4920 5339 
* ranaportahon 16 634 2) 066 16 68" 19. 51 18166 20 056 16.190 20 04" 
Pree ransportahon 1§ 432 20 166 16.070 a0" 16 965 ‘oe 14686 18 660 
Motor tue 3 030 3 568 2-2 3.313 3.368 i968 2 We 3596 
Gasotne (af types) 2 W2 3.523 2932 3.292 3308 30 2928 3 565 
Mecca’ care § 097 3 808 4'@s 3587 5 886 4853 5.3m2 4080 
Recreation 6's 6014 6 638 6 257 5 066 S712 6583 5 962 
Equcation and communication 5 1863 49"3 3983 4058 516 5216 46678 5 56: 
Other goous and serwces 4645 5.208 4080 an are 5.153 4775 5 36 
Commodity and service group 
Al tems 109 oe 100 000 10 000 100 000 O00 «6(|(1OOm 6 10. 100 G00 
Commodihes 42 485 47 576 38 987 4302 “7967 46 302 42 286 48 922 
Commodites ‘ess ‘ood and Deverages 24 450 29 568 23 666 25.90" 163 273% 24543 29 499 
Nondurabtes ‘ess ood and Deverages 15 546 14618 13 468 12 982 4912 16.907 14 703 8 466 
Ourabies 10.913 14.96) 10.207 12979 11.251 12.028 28a 13.063 
Sennen 57 Fits S2 424 61 033 56 oF $6.13 “68 57 715 5! Ose 
Soe ia aggregate oderes 
All terms \ess Teurca’ care “ ee 96.815 413 wit 6.147 oes 6.) 
All tarns ‘ess shetter 67 561 0014 63 383 06 198 72.213 73640 70.277 73.178 
Commodines ‘ess ‘ood 27 $15 3 68a 25.131 27 22 27 8% 29.072 28 002 31433 
Nonduratres 31 573 32 805 28 766 30 083 2rse 774 32 446 4479 
Nonduraties ess food 16 602 16.738 14924 14283 1656) ‘? 0ae ‘4161 18 380 
Services ‘es “ant of shette 25 443 27 746 24 765 22 563 28.70 28 44, 28 280 24 60 
Servces 'ess “edhcal care sermces 53 636 49 480 57 616 54 O88 5) 566 0 483 $3 300 47 308 
5 7se 6 286 5 46 S 444 6/72 6a 8404 oo 
All terms \ass energy 4 241 G37 34 656 586 93.228 ae Bs & SB 40 8 
All terns \ess ‘ood and energy 70270 7* 628 60.819 78.757 77 om 75.190 77.313 76.50" 


Table 3. Retative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes: Selected metropolitan areas, December 1999 


(Percent of ali ems) 
Chucago- Detros- 
Anchorage, AK Atlanta. GA Gary-Kenosha, Ann Arbor- 
them and IL4N-Wi Fier, Mil 
CPI-U CPI-wW CPI-U CPI-w CPI-U CPI-W CPI-U CPI-Ww 
Expenditure category 

ce 100.000 |100.000 |100.000 (100000 [100000 (100900 /|100000 / 100.000 
OO I ———_____—_—_————————— 15.288 15.328 14 483 17.255 15.225 14 448 15.273 16.945 
IR: iS EE 14.118 13.945 13.517 16.139 14.370 13.691 14.455 15.993 

0 SS 9.073 9.553 7 559 9.129 8812 6522 6.876 9.961 
NO 5.046 4392 § 958 7.010 5.557 5.169 5.579 6.031 
OO 1.170 1.384 966 1.116 B55 757 818 952 
ID cccceesrnenenmemmennseeineneneneann 41.724 41.920 39 646 36.800 40.384 33.164 38.845 36.287 
Shetter 34 052 33.874 29.948 27.269 32.478 31.403 29.448 26.868 
Rent Of prirmary 1OSIOGMCO non nreres 6817 11.657 6 898 8.336 6279 7.057 5237 5.919 
Owners’ equivaient rent of primary residence ........... 21.715 19.692 19. $79 16.476 23.728 22.202 20.746 18.475 
ER Eee 3.800 3.765 4838 §.231 4212 4551 4575 4649 
ee 3.004 2.997 3.808 4.148 3.610 3.939 3.827 3.912 
Gas (PIED) BND OCW nnn vvvrrees 2.961 2 966 3.747 4.072 3.580 3.878 3.591 3.554 
attain leita nimeaiaenl 1.708 1.791 2m7 2.702 1.820 2.011 1.902 2.068 

Utility matural GAS SOPVICE i eeeees 1254 1.175 1.399 1.371 1.760 1.867 1 689 1.485 
Household furnishings and operations... 3.872 4261 4 860 4 wo 3.694 3.210 4822 4771 
a 4587 4 806 4331 3.943 4.776 4.557 4839 5.062 
CI —————————————————————————— 15.953 15.553 19.779 22.607 17.924 21.161 20.160 20.646 
ON 13.894 13.747 18 640 21.697 16.264 19.728 16.948 19.757 
TCT 2 684 2.827 3.070 4.003 2.724 3.138 3.383 4.042 
OO I >E>——————————————— 2 595 2.749 3.032 2956 2714 3.124 3.369 4.025 
ee 5 935 6.691 5.720 3.918 5.286 4.702 4415 4.107 
_ 8.023 6.524 6.287 5.237 5.497 4 803 5.976 5.688 
EGUCAHION BND COMUUTICRTION noone reeves 47% 5.264 5.081 4857 5.854 5 889 5 455 5.629 
Ole GOODS BING SOTVICRS nnn eoecvseseeerre een weennnnnns 3.757 3.914 4673 5.384 5.053 6.277 §.037 5.637 

Commodity and service group 
CD cnenemen 100.000 |100.000 /|100.006 [100.000 [100000 /|100.000 | 100000 /| 100.000 
EEE 40.018 38.994 40 044 46.222 40.374 42.421 42 405 45218 
Commodities tess food and beverages 24.730 23.666 25.56! 26 968 25.149 27.973 27.132 26.273 
Nondurabies less food and beverages ................. 13.532 13.927 13 402 14.515 13.423 13.530 14.795 16.520 
BREED = coccsccssssssssssesees <nsssvssssenssenssnscssssusssssesssenscesssess 11.198 9.739 12.159 14 462 11.727 14 442 12.338 11.754 
ID conrcesenetnensenenmenensnmnen 59 982 61.006 59 956 53.778 59 626 57.579 57 595 54.782 
Special aggregate indexes 

All MOPS OSS FODICA CAFO nooo ovcccceeeeeeeenennnnnsnnnnnnnnns 94 065 93 308 94 280 96 082 94.714 95 298 95 585 95.893 
OO 65 948 66.126 70.052 72.731 67 522 68.597 70.552 73.132 
Re 25.900 25.050 26.527 30.084 26.005 26.730 27.950 29.225 
Se 28.820 29.255 27 885 31.770 28 648 27.979 30 068 33 464 
ae 14.702 16.310 14.368 16.631 14.278 14.287 16.613 17.472 
Services 16SS POM Ol SOMO noo oooceerrenreennnnnns 26.318 27 446 W 439 26 863 27 467 26.497 26.475 28.224 
Services 1685 MEDICA CAFE SOTVICES noone 55 059 55.284 55.350 60.732 55 432 53 .6v0 54.091 51 542 
rienenenRRRERERUNN UREN 5 688 § 824 6877 6.151 6346 7077 7211 7 954 
ED GD ccrcereerersssesesenesscscsreeenssemnennsenes 94.312 94.176 93.123 91.849 93 666 92 923 92.789 92 046 
All HOMMS 1OSS 1000 BND OMENGY nooo oo oc rrrnns 80.194 60.231 79.606 76.710 79.296 79.232 76.335 76 054 


Table 3. Relative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes: Selected metropolitan areas, December 


1999-Continued 
(Percent of ail hems) 
Houston- Los Angetes- 
item and group Brazoria, TX Orange County, CA For Lauderdale, FL 
CPI-U CPI-W CPI-U CPI-w CPI CPI CPW 
Expenditure category 
| REA an RT 100.000 |100.000 / 100.000 100.000 {100000 /|100000 [100000 / 100.000 
CC 17.622 20.239 15.797 16 964 16.141 19.315 17.774 18.351 
SRT a gD 16.600 19.308 15.072 16.275 15.101 18.160 16.793 17.298 
EL TT STE ARE 9.403 11.038 9 536 10.399 9.419 11.940 9.972 10.114 
a 7.197 6270 5 536 5.876 5.682 6.220 6 822 7.184 
i 1.022 932 126 708 1.040 1.155 981 1.054 
a 36 806 32.211 37.147 33.632 43.426 39.002 40.215 37.061 
a hileleri 27.008 23.038 27 569 23.889 35.283 31.881 30.760 28.590 
Re 7.075 10.526 5.006 7.106 10.281 11.684 7232 9211 
Owners’ equivalent rent of primary residence _.......... 17.2398 11214 20.386 15.529 22.121 18.561 21.730 16.283 
CC ATES 4454 4623 5.122 5.402 3.502 3.220 4.110 4.186 
Ee 3.613 3.680 4.068 4.253 2 484 2.319 3.108 3.°68 
GBS (DEPOT) BG GROOM ICI Yn nner 3.568 3.624 3.962 4.151 < 444 2.291 3.079 3.120 
| ree 3.008 3.109 2.150 2.4 1 684 1.562 2.981 2.995 
UMiy MANUTAl GAS SOTVICR nnn cecccceececeeenewrennns 559 515 1.801 1.786 760 729 098 125 
Household furnishings and operations ......................... 5.344 4.550 4.455 4351 4 642 3.900 5.346 4275 
a 5.553 5.877 §.437 5.766 4350 4.676 4233 4553 
T 18 832 22 649 19.312 21.893 16.806 19.490 18.301 20.580 
CC EEE 17.406 21.715 17.990 20.831 15.487 18.405 16.937 19.338 
SD silicate tintin inl 3.360 4.112 3.262 4210 2.897 3.492 3.769 4.463 
I 3.318 4.061 3.286 4.206 2 892 3.487 3.670 4345 
CC a 5.971 4.521 5.750 434 4.120 3.256 4.787 4014 
SID sticaininstennninretiemeitinieeientnsiieeiiinntnaeell 5.599 5.316 6.057 5 544 5.749 5.069 5.018 5.271 
EGUCRRON BND COPTUICATION nono ooccccccseceeeeeennnnnnee 5.260 5.162 5.561 6.394 §.121 4813 5.385 5277 
OUNET GOODS BIG SOPVICRS nnn oeeeeececsnsenenenennnnnnnnnnnen 437 406 4938 5.402 4.267 4.380 4.287 4.902 
Commodity and service group 
ee 100.000 |100.000 /| 100.000 100.000 |100.000 | 100.000 /| 100.000 /| 100.000 
CC 9 45.151 52.082 43.622 48 480 39.177 46 053 42.504 45.068 
Commodities less food and beverages ........................ 27 529 31.843 27 825 31.496 23.036 26.738 24.730 26.716 
Nondurables less food and beverages ...................... 15.662 16.050 16.076 17.674 13.307 14.045 13.773 15.046 
‘ee 11.867 15.794 11.749 13.822 9.729 12.683 10.958 11.671 
Services 54 849 47918 56.378 51.520 60.823 63.947 57.496 54.932 
Special aggregate indexes 

Ce le, 94.029 95.479 94.250 95.€16 95.880 96.744 95.213 95.986 
CI 72.992 76.962 72.431 76.111 64.717 68.119 69.240 71.410 
Commodities lass food 28.551 32.775 286.550 32.205 24.0756 27.893 25.711 27.770 
Nondurabies 33.264 36.289 31.873 34 658 29 448 33.360 31.547 33.397 
Nondurabies less food 16 684 16.981 16.801 18.383 14.346 15.200 14.753 16.100 
Services 1656 FONT OF SMSO nooo oveeeeennnennnnnes 28.193 25.125 29.249 26.028 25.875 22.349 27.355 26.839 
Services jess medical care services 50.326 44511 52.105 48.209 57.685 51.408 53.597 §1 527 
Energy 6.972 7.792 7.358 8 463 5.381 5.811 6.8676 7630 
All terms less energy 93.028 92.208 92 642 91.537 94.619 94 189 93.124 92.370 
All tems less food and energy 76.428 72.900 77.871 75.262 79.518 76.029 76.330 76.072 


Table 3. Relative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes: Selected metropolitan areas, Decernber 
1999-Continued 


(Percent of all hems) 
New York- Pruiadeiprna- 
Northern NJ - Witrrungton- Pittsburgh, PA St. Louis, MO+IL 
Long istand, Atiantic City, 
aan end Gap NY-NJ-CT-PA PA-NJ-DE-MD 
CPI-U CPI-Ww CPI-U CPI-W CPI CPI-w CP c™-w 
Expenditure category 

CC 100.000 | 100.000 100.000 (100.000 /|100.000 /100.000 [100.000 / 100.000 
FBG CTEED  cecercsssssssresssssnszesssrereecennssssesesseenenes 16.610 18.203 17.188 20.314 16.308 16.877 16.681 20.435 
15.450 17.161 16.315 19.518 15.362 17.751 15.624 19.288 

Food at home 9.929 11.582 10.619 12.645 10.056 11.393 9.397 11.517 
Food away from home 5.522 5579 5.697 6.872 5.308 6.359 6.228 7.772 
AICOMOMNC DOVOTAQOS on nnnnnecserereerenees 1.160 1.042 872 797 (946 1.126 1.057 1.147 
ee 43.544 41.899 39.121 35.798 36.790 35.408 36.209 34.161 
Snetter 35.114 33.789 29.877 25.758 25.853 24.860 26.612 24.622 
Rent of pnmary residence 9.995 13.210 5.958 7477 4.059 3.625 4847 §.032 
Owners’ equivaient rent of primary residence ............ 22 466 19.254 21.948 16.785 19.319 19.396 18.937 17839 
Fuels and uthbes 4.459 4544 5.069 5.283 6.091 6.400 5 464 5.537 
Fuets 3.944 4.165 4.197 4.257 4.907 5.219 4346 4.395 
Gas (piped) and electricity 3.281 3.570 3.732 3.744 4.619 4.997 4204 4.196 
2.104 2233 2.506 2.574 2.388 2.694 2.442 2.458 

Utility natural gas service 1.177 1.337 1.226 1.170 2231 2.303 1.762 1.737 
Household furnishings and operations ......................... 3.970 3.566 4.119 4.704 4 846 4.148 4.133 4.002 
Apparel .. 4833 4938 5.205 6.429 5.593 7571 4.485 4562 
ID, ciisiatinnicremeritinmeen 13.845 14.205 16.206 16.930 17.343 16.717 20.189 20.910 
CC 11.308 11.769 14.693 15.664 16.267 15.968 18.707 20.005 
SED  cttnettinmnmememnmnnnts 2.168 2.508 2.948 3.536 2.973 4.329 3.872 5.181 
EE 2.160 2.499 2.939 3.526 2.969 4.322 3.830 6.125 
EE 5.457 4531 5.617 4199 6.231 4299 5.814 4.790 
5.256 4.792 6.367 5.763 6.117 6.794 5.938 §.253 
EGUCALION BND COMWMTUTICATION ooo ccc cccceceeevennnnnnnnnnnen 5.945 6.424 5.259 4.383 6.230 5.167 5.787 4.979 
Other goods and services 4.509 5.008 5.047 6.245 5.388 5.167 4 896 4.920 

Commodity and service group 
All tems 100.000 | 100.000 100.000 | 100.000 /|100.000 /|100.000 /| 100.000 100.000 
Commodities .. 36.320 38.384 41.958 50.135 44.7% 48 932 45.038 50.215 
Commodities less food and beverages 19.710 20.182 24.770 29.821 28.428 30.055 28.357 29.780 
Nondurables less food and beverages ....................... 13.404 14.210 16.233 19.237 16.932 19.829 15.578 17.067 
Durables 6.306 5.972 8.537 10.583 12.495 10.226 12.779 12.714 
SED cece 63.680 61.616 58.042 49.865 55.264 51.068 54 962 49.785 
Special aggregate indexes 

All tems less medical care 94 543 95 469 94.383 95.861 93.769 95.701 94.186 95.210 
EDGED cocsvansessesescecesssczssccsesesnssesnsssnsemessenesst 64 886 66.211 70.123 74.242 74.147 75.140 73.388 75.378 
COMODO 1OSS 1000 oon. oeeccecccceeeeeensnnnennnnsnnnnnennnnnnnnes 20.870 21.224 25.643 30.617 29.374 31.181 29.414 30.927 
SUITED covsmnsssessssemsesnsescenensenemenescnenessessesnesseannenienett 30.014 32.413 33.421 39.561 32 240 38.706 32.260 37 502 
Nondurabies less food 14.564 15.252 17.105 20.034 16.878 20.954 16.635 16.214 
Services less rent of shelter 28.909 28.073 26.481 24.421 29.665 26.479 28.690 25.478 
Services less medical care services 59.281 57.940 53.540 46.547 50.582 47 873 50.369 46 089 
6.112 6.673 7.145 7.793 7.880 9.547 6.217 9.576 

All tems less energy 93.888 93.327 92.800 92.154 92.120 90.453 91.783 90.424 
All items tass food and energy 78.438 76.166 76.485 72.637 76.758 72.701 76.158 71.136 
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Table 3. Relative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes: Selected 


metropolitan areas, December 1999-Continued 


(Percent of all tems) 
San Francisco- Seathe- 
Camand- Tacoma- 
tem and group San Jose, CA Bremerton, WA 
CPU CPI-W CPI-U CPI-W 
Expenditure category 

Tee 100.000 | 100.000 | 100.000 /| 100.000 
CO 15.773 18.626 15.403 16.571 
SR a EA aC 14.690 17.658 14.208 16.531 
Food at home 9.092 11.460 2.188 10.757 
FOOd BWAY HOM MOTE noo oeeceeeneennneee 5.598 6.197 5.020 4.774 
AICOMONC DOVEFAQOS nee nen neeneennnnnnnnnnene 1.083 969 1.135 1.040 
Housing 45.781 42.929 41.071 37.749 
I eciiceiietiatsiii tiated tniacremeaemrrrtaaitaeeeiiiel ‘7.964 35.923 32.245 30.036 
Rent of pnmary residence 9.995 12.377 6.733 9.453 
Owners’ equivaient rent of primary residence .......... 24.457 20.532 22.800 18.967 
i |.— ww ss ) 3.114 3.293 3.549 3.489 
gg ee 2.139 2.293 2.440 2.482 
Gas (PIPED) BMG SHOCHICMY nooner 2.082 2.262 23é 2.372 
I Ae 1.427 1.601 1.813 1.912 

Utility natural gas service ................... 655 661 521 460 
Household furnishings and operations ............... 4.683 3.714 5.277 4225 
SED cmoniutenen sel 4.096 4.223 4237 4.421 
T seasieneneaeeneeeetensiiinil 15.464 15.941 17.717 19.604 
i, EE 13.815 14.661 16.072 18.454 
Ae 2.794 3.549 2.880 3.532 
Ee 2.783 3.535 2.852 3.498 
CC § 4.201 3.126 4.719 3.510 
ee 5.580 5.297 7.049 7.591 
EGUCAHION BNC COMUTUTICATION oo... cccecccccceenesrenenenennnne 4.718 5.073 5 498 5.997 
ONE? GOODS BND SOPVICES oon. ccccccceeennnenennennnennnnennnnns 4.386 4.785 4.306 4.557 

Commodity and service group 
— — 100.000 (100000 | 100.000 /| 100.000 
ee 37.611 41.397 40.576 44.410 
Commodities less food and beverages ........................ 21.838 22.771 26.173 27 839 
Nondurabies less food and beverages. ...................... 12.834 13.928 13.650 14.535 
Ourabies 9.004 8.843 11.623 13.304 
GD cnessesnesnenseiven 62.389 58.603 59.424 55.590 
Special aggregate indexes 

All ROMMS HOGS MODICR CAFO noe cccccccceeeeneenenn ewes nevnnnes 95.799 96.874 95.281 96.490 
AM OPS HOGS SPOMOE ono cccccccecscecennenenrennnnnnnnnnnnnees 62.016 64.077 67.755 69 964 
ee 22.921 23.738 26.368 26.879 
RS 28.607 32.564 29.063 31.106 
ee 13.917 14 896 14.845 16.576 
Services leSs TOMt Of SOMO no cceescenennennnnne 24.971 23.114 27.520 25.919 
Services less medical care services ................ 59.153 56.146 55.626 52.843 
4 932 5.842 5.320 6.014 

Al ROIS OBS ONO 0... ccccesceseeesnenennnennnnennnnnnnvennnnnns 95.068 4.158 94.680 93.986 
All ROMS 1688 1000 BND OMETGY  —.....-ccccccccccceeeennennnennnnnes 80.377 76.500 80.473 78.456 
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Table 4. Relative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes: Region', December 1999 


(Percent of all tems) 
Nortneas' Midwes! South West 
‘tem and group — 
CPI-U CPW CPI-U CPI-W CPI-U CPI-W CPU CPW 
Expenditure category 
Aitems . 100.000 {100.000 /|100.000 (100.000 /|100000 [100.000 /|100000 / 100.000 
Food end beverages .... 16.459 18.007 16.064 17.058 16.814 18.781 15.695 17.451 
es 15.499 17.018 15.142 16.071 15.855 17.598 14.672 16.467 
Food at home 9.941 14.430 93M 9 848 9.742 10.904 9.338 10.794 
EE 5.469 5.587 5.809 6.223 6.112 6.694 5.33% 5.673 
GERERDCRUBTIGIED  ccecerccenccncsscsservcnssseesnecnsssesesesseneoes 1.050 989 922 967 960 1.184 1.023 en) 
ID cccreeencerensczsessssesnsserereerseeressmemenssmenmenenssnent 41.607 39.202 37 223 34 556 37.336 34.056 42.940 39.254 
| 32.272 W2M 27.778 25.161 27.432 24.429 4255 31.367 
Rent of primary TOSIGONCE ncn ree 7 824 10.034 5417 5.976 6.297 7.891 8.781 10.816 
Owners’ equivalent rent of primary residence ........... 21.562 16.578 19.652 17.286 18.656 15.082 22.557 18.756 
Fuels and utiirbes 5.000 5.091 4 893 5.025 5.056 5.207 3.835 3.819 
4.306 444 4044 4.181 3.981 4.089 2.793 2.858 
Gas (piped) and electncity 3.560 3.762 3.891 3.997 3.826 3.966 2.721 2812 
2.299 2447 2218 2.331 3.168 3.376 1.975 2.077 
Utility MANUTAl GAS SOTVICE nn ncccvnncneeereennees 1.261 1.316 1.673 1.666 658 590 746 7% 
Household furnishings and operations ......................... 4.335 3.877 4551 4.350 4.907 4 420 4.850 4.048 
— 4878 5.229 5.095 5.145 4.640 5.201 4.150 4455 
0 15.400 16.494 186.916 21.877 18.328 20.375 16.937 19.469 
Private EEE 13.552 14.833 17.642 20.939 17.243 19.538 15.451 18.418 
N@W QA USED MOTO VOICES ono oocseeeeeeeeerrnees 5.943 6.079 &.902 10.752 8.524 9.559 7.013 9.197 
ALATA AAASTCTCEe 3.954 3.895 5.377 5.883 5.835 5.351 3.878 4 866 
CI ————————— 1.073 1.507 2.390 4.019 1.978 3.662 2.105 3.134 
CC _y—————————————————————————————— 2.647 3.185 3.472 4.432 3.501 4.267 2.924 3.485 
Ee 2.637 3.154 3.458 4.414 3.468 4227 2.906 3.463 
a 5.801 4.745 5.739 4.761 6.357 5.100 4.986 4.064 
MGGICAl CAFE COPWMOGIMICS anno eececeeeceeennnnnernnnnnnns 1.164 926 1.324 963 1 488 1.080 1.026 721 
I ee 4.637 3.819 4415 3.829 4.869 4.020 3.960 3.343 
Re 2.946 2.542 2.791 2 466 3.133 2 564 2.507 2.075 
— 5 888 5.689 6.079 5.676 6.022 5.887 6.040 5 869 
EGUCALION BND COPWTUICATION one cccccceeceneennnennnnns 5.434 6.511 5.825 5.497 5.445 5.189 4.98) 5.027 
OUNE GOODS BIG SOFVICES nnn eeeserenenennnnennnnnnnnnns 4533 5.123 5.060 5.410 4.998 5.411 4271 44300 
Commodity and service group 
— 100.000 [100.000 [100.000 [100.000 | 100.000 [100.000 | 100000 /| 100.090 
GRIND cecescssccssscssnetssnsnsssnsesnssnessnscemenessesseseensesenses 39.750 43.246 44.157 48.650 44 348 49 686 39.688 44 525 
Commodities less food and beverages ........................ 23.291 25.239 26 092 31.592 27534 30.905 23.993 27.074 
Nondurabies less food and beverages ...................... 14.730 16.083 16.854 17.087 15.446 17238 13.456 14.236 
Nondurabies less food, beverages, and apparel 9.853 10.854 10.759 11.942 10.806 12.037 9.306 9.783 
GD cccesesensssnssseresesnsmssnssesesnsasensssesastnsessenvsseseussest 8.561 9.157 12.238 14.505 12.088 13.667 10.537 12.836 
ee 60.260 56.754 55.843 51.350 55.652 50.314 60.312 55.475 
PROM OF SMOMET on... cccccceseeeveevennvnnes 31.938 29.958 27.419 24.841 27.036 24.083 33.876 31.058 
WGI ceccssecsscsesesssecnssreesmmemmemnnsenent 7.35 7.383 6 994 6.754 6.424 6.258 7203 6.816 
Onher services 10.869 10.500 11.305 10.423 11.008 10.113 10.076 9 682 
Special aggregate indexes 
CN 94.199 95.255 94.261 96.219 93.643 94 900 95.014 95.936 
“ 98s food 84.591 82 962 64 858 83.929 64.145 32.402 85.328 63.533 
ED cecnesscssmsesemnscenssesemeneennesseseent 67.728 69.766 72.222 74.819 72.568 75.571 65.745 68.633 
COMOGMIOS 1O8B FOOD oe cccccnceennneenensnsnenennennnnnnnnnnnnnnes 24 341 26.228 29.014 32.579 28 494 32.089 25.015 28.058 
a 31.189 34.089 31.918 34.145 32.260 36.019 29.151 31.689 
FD cecrnssnsssessnsemesssessesereneretennsenenenvenesee 15.780 17.072 16.776 16.074 16.406 16.422 14.479 15.222 
Nondurabies less 1000 @N6 @PP@P@ ees 10.903 11.843 11.681 12.929 11.766 13.220 10.328 10.767 
Services 18 Fert OF SOMO oor 28.312 26.796 28 424 26.509 26.616 26.220 26.437 24417 
Services 1688 MEDICA! CAFE SOTVICES nooo 55.613 52.935 51.429 47 621 50.783 46.294 56.362 62.132 
squmeenaeeeeeeEEneemENEetnenenereN NTE 6.952 7599 7517 6.613 7482 8.356 5.716 6343 
All tems jess 93.048 92.401 92 483 91.387 92.518 91.644 94 284 ¥3.657 
All ROOMS OSS 1000 BG CMO nnn ooo 77 638 75.383 77.341 75.316 76.663 74.046 79.611 77.190 
Commodites less food and energy commodities 20.948 22.391 25.389 27.963 24838 27.699 22.020 24.527 
EET 3.393 3.637 3.625 4.616 3.656 4.390 2.996 3.531 
Services 1688 GNOTQY SOTVICES noe 56.690 52.992 51.962 47363 51.825 46 347 57 591 52 663 


'  Ragions defined as the four Census regons See map in Bnet Explanation o the CPI. 
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Tabie 5. Relative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes: Population size classes’ December 1999 


(Percent of all gems) 
S.ze Class A Sie class B/C Size class D 
tem and group 
CPI-U CPI-W CPI-U CPW CPI-U CPI-W 
Expenuiture category 

I eather eaiten erie errettieareeramineneeeell 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 
FCB RRITEED  cccnnscenseneesseeneeeensesesmstsesemee 16.117 18.046 16.560 17.788 16.498 17.025 
—- 15.023 16.924 15.692 16.801 15.817 16.251 
a 9.238 10.752 10.058 10.768 10.334 10.249 
FOOd away HORM MORO neces 5.785 6.172 5.634 6.033 5.483 6.002 
CEES IEIED  ccecescenssssseescsnecensenscssensesssesesseeswe 1.094 1.122 868 987 681 774 
ER 41.163 38.180 37.785 34.583 36.240 32.950 
SN alah, costed aiaersiarnerreeearecrianaiiatariell 32.397 29.876 27.662 24.806 25.118 22.360 
Rent Of PrWMATY TOSIDEMCE nn nneevnnnnennnnnnnnennnns 7.926 9.949 5.893 6.887 5.452 6216 
equivaient rent of primary residence _.......... 21.692 18.301 19.032 16.122 17.480 14.660 
i. Ee 4.266 4.348 5.215 5.307 6.100 5.976 
Fuels senanneneeeenetenRERARRRRENNNE, 3.427 3.541 4212 4.301 4.778 4.707 
Gas (piped) and electricity cee 3.171 3.312 3.891 4.028 4.628 4578 
ANN 2.095 2219 2.934 3.062 3.293 3.366 
Utility Matural GOS SOPVICE nn cccceeneeennnnneee 1.076 1.093 957 966 1.336 1212 
Household furnishings and operations 0... 4.500 3.956 4.908 4.481 5.021 4613 
SID tess biricasinarnisesienstasenaent aiinteesineeareciinenneatitneeail 4.657 4.826 4.677 5.244 4.984 5.414 
ee 16.862 18.869 18.196 20.587 18.555 21.665 
Pnvate 7 15.209 17.498 17.096 19.803 17.763 21.152 
N@w @Nd USED MOOT VONICIES 0. nnnnnnrerees 7.127 8.378 8.237 9.549 9.141 11.414 
ATT ToC 4.351 4.652 §.433 5.597 5.840 5.363 
CO 1.726 2.797 2.047 3.333 2.482 5.315 
STII -sitntstesteasdeteeneememmenennmnamndiinnenett 2.849 3.500 3.583 4.432 3.571 4.061 
DTD cnccnunumenentimememnenenind 2.830 3.477 3.562 4 408 3.543 4.030 
CC eee 5.145 4.185 6.409 5.183 7871 6.321 
M@GICAl CAFE COPWTOGIMIES ono ccccnceeneenneenneennnns 1.071 849 1.467 1.011 1.952 1.194 
CC 4.074 3.336 4.942 4.172 5.918 5.127 
0 2.661 2.200 3.082 2.645 3.475 3.008 
ee § 925 5.523 6.167 6.123 5.823 6.008 
EGUCAHION BND COMWTUTICATION oo ccccececeennenncnnnennnnns 5.524 5.381 §.338 5.202 4.908 5.210 
ee 4.607 4.990 4 869 5.279 5.123 5.406 

Commodity and service group 
—— 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 
Qe 40.154 44.778 44614 49 286 46.192 50.284 
Commodities less food and beverages ........................ 24.036 26.732 28.054 31.497 29 684 33.260 
Nondurables less food and beverages ...................... 14.054 15.113 15.966 17.727 16.636 17.514 
Nondurables less food, beverages, and appare! 9.397 10.287 11.289 12.482 11.662 12.099 
CO 9 982 11.619 12.088 13.770 13.048 15.746 
ED centers 59.846 55.222 55.386 50.714 53.818 49.716 
 cjccnsssmmmerumenmmineasenmmns 32.040 29.569 27.277 24.472 24.721 22.035 
(EE 7.349 7.078 6.465 6.401 5.898 6.083 
PIED cncsveencensesnememsnnemscmmenessmeneresnes 11.057 10.388 10.570 9.925 10.139 9 962 

Special aggregate indexes 

AN ROMS OBS ODOR CRO nooo ceenneen neers 94.855 95.815 93.591 94.617 92.129 93.679 
ee 84.977 83.076 84 308 63.199 84.183 63.749 
ee 67.603 70.124 72.338 75.194 74.882 77.640 
CO E————————————————————————— 25.130 27 853 28.922 32.485 30.365 4033 
NN 30.171 33.159 32 526 35.515 33.16 M4 539 
i  _— ee 16.148 16.234 16.834 18.714 17.317 18.268 
Nondurables less food and apparel 10.491 11.409 12.157 13.470 12.333 12.873 
Services less ert Of SOME eens 27 807 25.653 28.109 26.242 29.097 27.681 
Services less medical care services 55.772 51 887 50 444 46 542 47.900 44 588 
quasumsnsmenn 6.276 7.041 7.7% 6.733 8 348 8.769 
(i, 93.724 92 959 92.205 91 267 91 662 91.231 
All ROMS 1OBS 1000 BAG OMEN nono ee 78.701 76.035 76.513 74 466 75.835 74.961 
Commodities less food and energy commodities ... 22.026 24.124 25.018 27.780 26 645 29.842 
commodities ........... 3.106 3.729 3.904 4705 3.720 4.101 
Services less energy serves 56 675 51.911 51.495 46 686 49.190 45.138 


' See Table 7 for definitions of size classes by region. 


Table 6. Reiative importance of components in the Consume: fics it-dexs 3: Cruse classification of regior  6nc popu ain= size 


clase’, December 1999 
(Percent of all ems) 
orthc.28! 
hem and group Se Gass A Sere cass B/C 
Sree) CPL-w CPi4) Chw 
Expenditure category 
Ee 106.000 100.0 190.000 100.000 
Food and beverages _. 16.121 18.153 17.36% 17.674 
sider tttehtartteereierreeenne eee 1§ G24 17.153 16.407 16.685 
en 9 542 117°3 12.972 11.788 
Food away from home 5 481 5 34 54% 4 906 
Alcoholic beverages _....... 1.097 983 927 379 
CORN  ceccmeesesnsstscssesserescnscrssnsnesemssstemne 42.770 40.588 38.599 36044 
Snetter 33.78 31.7% 26 422 26 816 
NR 8.748 11.443 5.4357 6.826 
Owners’ equivalent rent of primary residence... 22 300 18.423 1.69 18.020 
LEAL LAAT EAT 4.714 4 B42 £140 5.669 
ee 4.070 4253 3.56 4832 
GGG | cocensressesemnensenenenenn meres 2439 36H 3.672 2.913 
‘ 2.143 2.300 2.701 2.773 
Utility natural gas service ......................... 1267 1.3% 1.171 1.146 
Household furnishings and operations 4 WO 4613 4 426 356 
GIT . cisininertnnciegntndineiseencemenanpneieinmel 4.910 £318 4.7% §. G7 
Transportation ............... 14.582 1§.077 17.518 19.722 
FEISEIIEED | cencennscsssemssnnsnesssnessssenesssasensnaseeneennennennsannt 12.467 13.067 16.361 18.835 
Tne 2.337 2 a5 3204 3.796 
Gasoline (aii types) ................... 2.387 2.878 2 284 3764 
ee 5.583 4.574 6 340 §.133 
_ 5.670 § 348 6 482 6 489 
Education and communication 5.789 $.820 4.41) 4808 
SPEER GIIIED ccccncnessnesnseeee 4.566 &.131 4 ve 5.103 
Commodity and service group 
a 100.000 10).000 100.0 100.900 
CC 37 B36 41.447 44.704 47 345 
Commecdities 1688 1000 AND DOVEFEQOS nnn 21.715 23.225 27 370 29 668 
Nondurables less 100d @Nd DEVOTEES nooo 14.169 1$.62. t€. 182 17.192 
TTD cssnipmememeeeieenimensineenniel 7546 7.872 1t 168 12 836 
PED qoumessenneeenenttennnl 62 164 58.563 55 296 52 658 
Special aggregate indexes 
ED enna 94 40? 95 426 93 660 34 867 
ST, cnncsssmsmssmmmenemnmmemnennnnentl 66 244 68 266 71.568 73 164 
Se 22.812 24 268 28.297 WK; 
a 30.291 33.775 33.516 306 
CE 15.267 16.615 17.108 te.t1 
Services NewS Fee Cl SM seen nnn 28.747 27.100 27.186 26.103 
Servicws WSS POGICR CBF BETIS es 57.672 54 990 50 284 48 484 
cennetienteiesnte 6.467 7.148 8210 0.827 
CSD GND ccncscemsesssssesssnensssszessssssnssssseessesnesnemsnsssneseeseeensnmsens 83.533 92 BE2 91.790 89.373 
ee 78.510 75.083 75.333 74.978 
See footnotes at end of table 


Table 6. Retative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes: Cross ciassification of region' and popuiation size 


clase , December 1999-Continued 
(Percent of af farns) 
Midwes! 
fem and group Save class A Size class B/C Size class D 
CPU CPRLw CPHU CPLWw CCPH CPL Ww 
Expenditure category 
I O—_>y———————————— *00.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 
Food and b-erages 18.458 16.863 16.707 17.095 17.573 18.112 
“anaes 14.520 15.838 15.781 16.099 16.774 17.403 
Ford ai horng 8.915 9.815 9.724 9.581 10.590 11.130 
Food way fom home _. 5.606 6.023 6.058 6518 6.184 6273 
Hous .. 39.313 36.804 4.624 32.075 33.483 30.652 
SS 30.485 26.124 24.409 21.841 22.957 20.443 
Frenit of Deimmry FOSIIOMCE nnn 5.561 6.289 5.128 5.566 5.581 5.683 
Owners’ equivalent rent of primary residence ....................... 21.991 19.727 16.628 14.641 15.146 12.845 
To 4 602 4.740 5.144 5.261 5.850 5.837 
—e——————————————— - 3.817 3.958 4.265 4415 4 685 4620 
nee 3.682 3.777 4.071 4210 4574 4.495 
iene 2.046 2.183 2.473 2.545 2.374 2.385 
EE 1.636 1594 1.598 1 664 2.200 2.111 
Household tumishings and operations ......... 4227 3.940 5.071 4974 4.676 4.372 
Apparel 4640 4638 5.494 5.687 6.546 6.099 
ee 18.799 20.915 19.163 23.260 18.737 22.252 
CC Ee 17.295 19.758 18.138 22.545 18.006 21.776 
a 3.045 3.775 4.117 5.488 3.802 423% 
ee 3.031 3.756 4.106 § 476 3.771 4204 
EE 5.205 4538 6.218 4967 7.401 §.537 
ee 6.006 5.524 6.268 5.784 58364 6.179 
ee 5.658 5.457 6.412 5.687 4.656 4976 
Other goods and services 4.921 5.261 5.113 5.445 5.770 6.193 
Commodity and service group 
GD dite emnnnntmnneensinteenmeeneel 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 
ED iene 41.671 45.726 46 994 51934 49.577 53.503 
Commodites less food and beverages 26.212 28 863 30.287 M4839 32.004 35.391 
Nondurables less food and Deverages nn 14.248 16.312 17.778 19.274 19.007 19.251 
ee 11.964 13.560 12.510 15.565 12.997 16.140 
ee 58.329 54274 53.006 48 066 50.423 46 497 
Special aggregst. indexes 
ID cree 94.795 95.462 93.782 96.033 22 599 94 463 
CC Tr 69.515 71.876 75.591 78.159 77.043 79.557 
DD cnsmsmemeneenes 27 150 29.887 31.213 35 835 32.803 36.100 
Nondurables .. 29.707 32.175 M4 485 36.370 36.580 37.363 
CC 15.186 16.337 18.703 20.271 19.806 19.960 
Services Mees Pert Ol SMM seen 28.182 76.468 28.976 26.596 27 889 26.417 
Services WSS MOGICR! CBF] BOT nes 54.199 50.629 48.374 44.093 44.970 42.121 
aceceinemeraienpeennnnmena 6 862 7.733 8.382 9 902 8 487 3.858 
OGD cnrpmsnmenensereeeeeeeenenes 93.138 82 267 91.618 90.098 91.513 1.142 
ee 78.618 76.429 75.837 73.999 7473 73.733 
See foomotes at end of table: 
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Table 6. Reiative importance of components in the Consumer Price indexes: Cross ciassification of region’ and population size 


ctass’, December 1999-Continued 
(Percent of af gems) 
Rem and group Swe class A Size class B/C Sie class D 
CP-U CPW CPM CPLw CPU CPW 
Expenditure category 
CC or 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 
Food and beverages ... 17.365 16.881 16.507 186.879 16.383 1/848 
sninaieteieneenrememienegmnnnen 16.113 17.423 15.686 17.809 15.813 17.018 
I 9.257 10.381 9949 11299 10.514 10.539 
ee 6.855 7.042 5.737 6.510 5.299 6478 
Aiconokc beverages _ 1253 1.458 82) 1.070 580 830 
CQ 37 422 4378 37.575 4.128 36.168 22 46) 
Shete 28.276 25.792 27 367 24.071 24258 21.491 
Rent of prmary residence 7.0998 9.906 5.979 6.965 4876 5 839 
Owners’ equivalent rent of pamary residence... 18.856 14.595 18.760 16.535 17.150 143 
Fuels and uilites nepiatiemetieeancemntmamennupeamemmenmmemeniant 4 386 4582 5.254 5.396 6 664 6 408 
Es 3.485 3.631 4.130 4221 5.153 5.005 
IED «cteneemeummnnmmeesmeennenenns 3.369 3.541 3.957 4.085 4962 4842 
insect aaneibiateeainiinariinees iaietiecnnietemnemiinasl 2.748 2.969 3.306 3.493 4096 4.198 
Utility natural gas service 21 573 662 581 8s 645 
Household furnishings and operations 47538 4.004 4954 4.661 5246 4.562 
ee 4766 49% 4607 5.346 4.313 5343 
NT 18.170 21.456 18.464 19.733 18.149 20.100 
0 EEE 16.809 20.354 17.519 19.002 17.362 19.640 
0 3.276 3.984 3.631 4413 3.654 4470 
a TEE 3.235 3.933 3.601 4.377 3.630 4440 
Meckcal care 5.565 4253 6 509 5.247 8.777 734 
CC 6.150 5.766 5.946 5.971 5.95! 5 848 
ee 5.775 5.198 5.251 5.120 5.257 5 56! 
GRP ORERDGRBGIIIIED cecnrcecsennseseeseereeeeeen 4.788 §.131 5.141 5.577 4993 5.476 
Commodity and service group 
Aitems .......... 100.000 100.000 100.000 100 000 100 000 100.600 
Ee 43.365 48 538 44 864 50.451 46.310 49 488 
Commodities tess food and beverages... 26 000 29.6.’ 28.357 31.572 26.918 31 640 
Nondurabies less food and beverages... 14.711 15.696 15 609 18.067 16.301 18.113 
NT 11.2898 13.961 12 548 13.505 12.617 13.527 
NN 56 635 51 462 55.136 49 549 54 680 50.512 
Special aggregste indexes 
ED 3 ennnsssseee 94 435 96.747 93.491 94.753 91.223 92 636 
SRI oncsnsnmemengeeppmeeemepepenemmaness 71.724 74.208 72.533 75.929 75.742 78.509 
OO 27 252 31.115 29.178 32 642 29.498 22.470 
A 32.076 M577 322.316 36 946 32 694 36.961 
ON 15.964 17.154 16.630 19.137 16.881 18 943 
Services Wes FOr Ol SM ene 28.710 25.957 28.196 25.844 30.837 29.368 
SOrvicws MGS OCC CFO SOT VICG 52 256 48.107 SO 186 45433 48.247 44 603 
a 6.760 7615 7.761 86s 8 807 9475 
All terns \ess onergy 93.240 92 385 92.239 91 366 91.193 90 525 
Al tems tess food and energy 77.127 74.962 76.553 73.568 75.380 73.507 
See foototes af end of tabie. 
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Tatie 6. Reiative importance of components in tne Consumer Price indexes: Cross classification of region’ and population size 


ctans’, Oeceniber 1999-Continued 
(Percert of a] sens) 
tem and group Size class A Size class B/C 
CCPH CPLw Cr+ CcPLw 
Expenditure category 
Alters . 100.000 100.000 100.000 700.000 
Food and beverages .. 15.764 18.440 15.641 15.850 
Se A A 14.661 17.341 14.780 15.108 
Food at home 9 166 11.368 9.778 9.937 
Food away from nome 5.495 5.973 5.002 5.168 
Alcohol beverages 1.106 1 099 36) 744 
43.577 38.781 41.63! 38 204 
I decent eit tatintientiaetinieiiitiel 35.383 32.573 31.929 29.256 
CC TA cc 9 528 11.890 7.16 8.774 
Owners equivalent rent of prmary ressdence 22 804 19.107 22 G22 17.65 
Fuels and villiies _........... 3.453 3.3227 457 4727 
eee 2.412 2.378 3.579 3.7& 
Gas (ped) and electrcty _......... 2.350 23m@ 3.485 376 
A Tae 1 629 1633 2.726 2.945 
Household turnisftungs and operations 4742 3.881 5.105 4222 
Appere 4322 4433 3.672 4511 
Transportation 16.775 18.880 16.913 19.876 
Prvate Transportation 15.280 17.7@2 16 326 1a9a2 
Motor fue 2 863 3.505 3.072 3.568 
Gasoune (all types) 2 848 3 487 3.069 3.540 
Mechcal care 4330 3.421 6447 5.381 
Recreaton 5 969 §533 6 6 6.679 
“d@ucaton and communication 4968 5.004 5108 5.129 
Othe goods and services 4.275 4499 4222 4a 
Commodity and service group 
eee 100 G00 100.000 100.000 100.000 
Commodities , wine 44 520 40 653 44010 
C ammodines tess food and beverages 2' + 26 080 25.012 28 160 
Nondurabies ess food and beverages .................... 121 14.006 1a7e 16.021 
Ouradies . 10. G26 12.075 11219 tn138 
Services ... 60 89) 55 480 Se M7 55 980 
Speci aggregste indeles 

Al terns jess "ecica! care 95 66) 96.579 93 563 o4 804 
Al ems [ans Netter ABT 67 427 66.071 70.744 
Commodines tess food 4 44g 27.179 25.873 278 904 
Nondwaites . 23 086 2444 279 4m 47" 
Nonduraties less food 14425 16 106 14.666 16 766 
Services tens rent of shetter 25 9a2 23.244 27.766 26 oe 
Services less meckca! care services 57 So 62.770 10 $1 3 
a 5.274 5 883 666) 7s 
Al terns \ess energy 4 728 ert? a Me a ee 
Al terns tess food and energy 60 086 76.776 reso 77 ss 


' Regons defined as the tour Census ragons See map in Brief Exptanenon of the CP 
2 See Table 7 tor definitions of size classes by region. 


Table 7. Reiative wmportance of selected areas in the Consurmer Price indexes, December 1999 
(Percent of af tems) 


CD, GD rcs reese esesse sense enn esennsensscemeseesecnasescsnennscnsnnnenvemansnssenancanansene 100.000 


Northeasiuter eossccsss eoseccesccessccssesesscescs 23.426 
susupasuupsssncssssesassescsscsscasssssssssesssssssscsssesses - 


EE 1451 


RotbeageeesesGensecesgaeaa 888 Bee = § 


| Regore defined as the tow Census regons See map in & of Exptanation of the CF’ 


Brief Explanation of the CPI 


Consumer Price Index (CFI) is a measure of the 
average Change in prices over time in a fixed market 


basket of goods and services. The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics publishes CPI's for two population groups: (1) a 
CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), which covers ap- 
proximately 87 percent of the total populatron, and (2) a 
CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI- 
W), which covers 32 percent of the total population. The 
CPI-U includes, in addition to wage earners and clerical 
workers, groups such as professional, managerial. and tech- 
nical workers, the self-employed, short-term workers, the 
unemployed, and retirees and others not in the labor 
force. 

The CPI is based on prices of food, clothing, shelter, 
fuels. transportation fares, charges for physiciams’ and den- 
people buy for day-to-day living. Prices are collected in 87 
urban areas across the country from about 50,000 housing 
units and approximately 23,000 retail establishments—de. 
partment stores, supermarkets. hospitals, filling stations, 
and other types of stores and service establishments. All 
taxes directly associated with the purchase and use of items 
are included im the index. Prices of fuels and a few other 


items are obtained every month in all 87 locations. Prices 
of most other commodities and services are collected every 
month in the three largest metropolitan areas, an’ every 
other month in other areas. Prices of most goods and ser- 
vices are obtained by personal visits or telephone calls by 
the Bureau's trained represertatives. 

In calculating this index, price changes for the various 
items im each location are averaged together with weights 
that represent importance in the spending of the appropri- 
ate population group. Local data are then combined to 
obtain a US. city average. Separate indexes also are pub- 
lished by size of city, by region of the country, for cross- 
classifications of regions and population-size classes, and 
for 26 local areas. Area indexes do not measure differ- 
ences im the level of prices among cities, they measure only 
the average change in prices for cach area since the base 
period. 

The index measures price change from a designated ref- 
erence date— | 982-84, which equals 100.0. An increase of 
16.5 percent, for example, is shown as 116.5. 

For further details. see BLS Handbook of Methods, Chap- 
ter 17, “The Consumer Price Index,” Bulletin 2490, April 
1997. 


